TN THE CLAIMS 

1 . (Amended) A block based video coding method comprising the steps of: 

a) selecting e»e-ef a DC value of one of a left block (B3) and a upper block (B2) 
of a target block (B) based on a comparison of rewrite a first value and a second value, the 
first value being a difference between DC values of a left upper block (Bl) and the left block 
(B3), the second value being a difference between DC values of the left upper block (Bl) and the 
upper block (B2); and 

b) predicting the selected DC value as a DC value of fee a target block (B), 
thereby generating a predictive DC value of the target vatee block. 

30. (Amended) The method as recited in claim 1, wherein said step a) includes the 

steps of: 

al) obtaining a first differential value which is a difference between DC values of 
the upper left block (DC_B1) and the upper block (DC_B2); 

a2) obtaining a second differential value which is a difference between DC values 
of the upper left block (DC_B1) and the left block (DC_B3); 

a3) comparing the first differential value with the second differential value; 

a4) selecting the DC value (DC_B2) of the upper block if the first differential 
value is larger than the second differential value; and 

a5) selecting the DC value (DC_B3) of the left block if the first differential value 

is smaller than the second differential value. 



NY01DOCS\333937.2 



31. (Amended) The method as recited in claim [1] 22, wherein the first 
^igereatial value and the second djflsential value are absolute values. 

32. (Canceled) 

33. (Amended) Ablock based video coding method, comprising the steps of: 
a)selec.inge B ^aDCvalueofone J ia.eftblock(B3)anda U pper block (B2) 

eMwgertleeM B) based on a comparison of ^ > «* value and a second value, the 
firs, valuebemgadifferencebe^eenDCvaluesofaleftupper block (Bl) and, he left block 
(B3), the second va,ue being a difference be^een DC values of the .eft upper b,ock (Bl) and the 
upper block (B2); and 

b) assigning the selected DC value as a DC value of *« a targe, block (B), 
thereby generating a predictive DC value of the target «*« block. 

34. (Amended) The method as recited in claim 33, wherein said step a) includes 

the steps of: 

al) obtaining a firs, differential value which is a difference between DC values of 
the upper left block (DCB 1) and the upper block (DC_B2); 

a2) obtaining a second djfferentja! value which is a difference between DC values 

of the upper left block (DC.B1) and the left block (DC_B3); 

a3) comparing the firs, differential value with the second differential value; 

a4) selecting the DC value (DC_B2) of the upper block if the firs, diBereafia. 
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value is larger than the second djfferealia! value; and 

a5) selecting the DC value (DC.B3) of the left block if ft. nrs, moM v- 

is smaller than the second differentia! value. 

35. (Amended) The method as recited in claim 33, wherein the firs. WlW 
value and the second differentia! value are absolute values. 

36. (Canceled) 

37. (Amended) A block based video coding apparatus, comprising: 

selection means for selecting^ a DC va,ue„fone<la left block (B3, and a 

u pperblock(B2 )9f *<«S*^b^ 

rheleftblock^^mesecondvamebeingadifferencebetweenDCvaluesofutelenupper 

block (Bl) and the upper block (B2); and 

prediction means for predicting the selected DC value as a DC value of ft* a 
target block (B), thereby generating a predictive DC value of the targe, Uo* 



38 

includes: 



. (Amended) The apparatus as recited in claim 37, wherein said selection means 



a,) means for obtaining a firs, differenfia. value which is a difference between 
DC values of the upper left block (DCJH) and the upper block (DC.B2); 
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, . . , a jiffmntial value which is a difference between 

a2) means for obtaining a second dilterennai va.u 

DC values of the upper left block (DC.Bl) and the .eft block (DC M); 

*, means for comparing the firs, muM *» wi * *» ^ 



value; 



a4) means for seiecting to DC value (DC M> of the upper block if the first 

m ^ value is larger than the second dJEerentia! value; and 

1 mr wn of the left block if the first 
a5) means for selecting the DC value (DC_B3> ot 

differential value is smaller than the second differential value. 



j • T7 wherein the first differential 
39. (Amended) The apparatus as recited in claim 37, wherein 



value 



and the second differential value are absolute values. 
40. (Canceled) 

4, . (Amended) ©ate Bit stream for use in block based video coding, .he date bit 

stream transmitted to a decoder, comprising: 

video information generated by performing DPCM coding on a predictive DC 

steps of: 

a)se,ec,ing«~rf S DCvaU.e of oneota left block (B3) and a upper block <B2) 

based on , comparison of«— a firs, value and a second value, the 
fir s,va,uebe,ngadifferencebe W ee„DCva,ueso f a,eftupperb,ock(B.,andthe 1 eftblock 
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^^^^^^^^^^^ 

upper block (B2); and 

b) predicting .he selected DC value as a DC vahte of the targe, bio* (B). 

4, fended) The da. stream as recited in Cain, 41, wherein said step a) includes the 

steps of: 

al, obtaining a firs, djffe^ va!ue which is a difference between DC valnes of 
the npper left block (DC.B1) and the upper block (DCJ52); 

a2 ) obtaining a second differentia! value which is a difference between DC vataes 

of the upper left block (DC.B1) and the left block (DCB3); 

a^comparingmefirstdjffere^ value with the second Mil! vatae; 

a4) selecting the DC value (DC_B2) of tne upper block if the firs, flfe** 

value is larger than the second differential value; and 

as, selecting DC value (DCJ33) of the left block if the « 4«! value 

is smaller than the second pUfferentia! value. 

43. (Amended) The data stream as recited in claim 41. wherein the firs. 
' differentia, value and the second different*! value are absolute value, 



44 ^Ablockbasedvideocodingmethodforcodingatargetblockbasedon 
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7 



p^near.Cve.ue.a^Moc.w.ap— ed DC value, and a third block wUh a 
predetermined DC value, the method comprising .he steps of: 

a) determining a first DC differentia, value based on the difference between the 
predetermined DC values of the first block and the third block; 

a nr differential value based on the difference between the 

b) determining a second DC differential vai 

predetermined DC values of the firs, block and the second block; 
to obtain a predictive DC value; 

differential pulse code modulated 



d) transmitting the predictive DC value to a 

coder.; and 

e) 

value. 



performing differentia, pulse code modulatron coding on the predictive DC 



45 (New) The method as recited in claim 44, wherein the predictive DC value is: 
a) the predetermined DC value of the second block if the firs, DC differential 

value is larger man the second DC differential value; and 

D) the predetermined DC value of the third block if the firs, DC differential value 

is smaller man the second DC differential value. 

4 , (New) The method as recited in claim 44, wherein the firs, DC differentia, 
value and me second DC differential value are absolute values. 

8 
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nng differential pulse code modulation coding on a predetermined DC 



47. (New) THe method as recited in claim 44, the method further comprising the 

steps of: 

a) performing 

value of the target block 

b) generating video information based on the coded predictive DC value and the 

predetermined DC value of the target block; and 

d) transmitting the video information to a decoder. 

48. (New) A block based video coding apparatus for coding a target block based 
onapluralityofneighborin^ 

p r edeterminedDCvalue,asecondblockwimapredeterminedDCva^ 

predetermined DC value, the method comprising: 

selector circuitry for selecting the predetermined DC value of one of the second 
block and the third block to obtain a predictive DC value for the target block; and 

a differential pulse code modulation coder for receiving and coding the predictive 
DC value from the selector circuitry. 



49. 



>. (New) the apparatus of claim 48, wherein the selector circuitry determines the 
predictive DC value based on the magnitude of one of a difference between the first block 
predetermined DC value and the third block predetermined DC value and a difference between 
the first block predetermined DC value and the second block predetermined DC value. 
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50. (New) The apparatus as recited in claim 49, wherein said selector circ„,<ry 

comprises: 

memory circuitry for receiving and storing the predetermined DC values of the 

first block, the second block, and the third block; 

a firs, subtracter in communication with the memory for determining a first value 
based on the difference between the first block predetermined DC value and the third block 

predetermined DC value; 

a second subtracter in communication with the memory for determining a second 

va,ue the difference between the firs, block predetermined DC value and the second Mock 

predetermined DC value; 

a comparator in communication with the memory and the first and second 

subtracters for comparing the first value with the second value; 



51. (New) The apparatus as recited in claim 50, further comprising an absolute 



value calculator in communication 
subtractors. 



with the comparator and at least one of the first and second 



52. (New) The apparatus as recited in claim 48, wherein the differential pulse 
code modulation coder receives a predetermined DC value for the targe, block and outputs video 
information base, on coding of the predictive DC value and the predetermined DC value for fire 

target block. 
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on a 



53. (New) A bit stream representing video information coding a target block based 
ptaality of neighboring blocks wherein the neighboring blocks include a first block with a 
predetermined DC value, a second block with a predetermined DC value, and a third block with a 
predetermined DC value, the bit stream generated according to a method comprising the 

following steps: 

a) selecting as a predictive DC value of the target block one of the predetermined 
DC values of the second block and the third block, the selection based on the magnitude of one 
of a difference between the predetermined DC values of the first block and the second block, and 
a difference between the predetermined DC values of the first block and the third block; 

c) performing differential pulse code modulation coding on the predictive DC 

value and a DC value of the target block; and 

d) performing differential pulse code modulation coding on a predetermined DC 

value for the target block. 
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